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Swanzey Planning Board Meeting Agenda 
September 9, 2021 

6:00 p.m.  

The regular meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board will be held on Thursday, September 9, 
2021 at 6:00 p.m. at Whitcomb Hall, 17 Main Street, Swanzey. The public may also access the 
meeting via Zoom by going to www.zoom.us, using the Zoom App, or by calling (929) 205-6099 
and entering Meeting ID number 235 370 4380. More information on public access to the 
meeting is available on the Town’s website at: www.swanzeynh.gov.  

1) Call to Order

2) Approval of Minutes
A. August 26, 2021

3) Applications and Public Hearings
A. Planning Board #21-022 – Site Plan Review Application (Public Hearing Required) – EZ

Crete, LLC has requested a Site Plan Review in order to install new exterior storage bins
and two silos at 126 Monadnock Highway. The subject property is shown at Tax Map 18,
Lot 67 and is located in the Business District. Upon a finding by the Board that the
application meets the submission requirements, the Board will vote to accept the
application as complete. A public hearing may follow immediately; if not, a public
hearing will be scheduled for a time and date certain.

4) Discussions/Other Business
A. Preliminary Conceptual Consultation – Subdivision for 537 Old Homestead Highway

(Map 34, Lot 29)

B. Zoning Ordinance Amendments Discussion –  Business and Commercial District

C. Master Plan Update – Draft Community Facilities and Historic & Recreational Resources
Chapters

D. MAST Grant Application Letter of Support

E. Other business as may be required

5) Adjournment

http://www.swanzeynh.gov/
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 Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Swanzey Planning Board 

Meeting Minutes – August 26, 2021 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey, NH 

 
Note: Draft Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by the Board. Review and approval of Minutes generally takes 
place at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
The meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Vice Chair Scott Self. The 
meeting was held at Whitcomb Hall and via Zoom software for the public. Members present:  VC Scott Self, 
Selectmen’s Representative Ken Colby, Michael York, Brandon Self, Jane Johnson, Alternate Richard Lane, 
Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard and Director of Planning and Economic Development Director 
Matthew Bachler. The Vice Chair called the roll and read the agenda for the evening.  There is a vacancy on 
the Board due to a death. The Vice Chair seated Lane for the vacancy. 
 
Absent:   
Alternate Steve Malone, Richard Sainsbury 
 
Others Present:   
Chad Bannon with Fieldstone Land Consultants, PLLC, Southwest Region Planning Commission (SWRPC) 
representatives James Weatherly, Planning Technician, and J.B. Mack, Principal Planner, Rail Trail Advisory 
Committee (RTAC) member Bruce Bohannon 
 
PUBLIC ACCESS: The public access to the meeting online via www.zoom.us,using the Zoom App on a cell 
phone or tablet or laptop or using a landline by calling (929) 205-6099 and entering Meeting ID number 875 
4218 3352. 
 
Regional Impact: Board members considered whether any items on the agenda could be construed as 
having potential for regional impact. Motion was made by York that there is no item on the agenda which 
can be construed to have potential for regional impact. There was a second by B. Self with no further 
discussion. All were in favor by roll call. Motion passed. 
 
MINUTES: 

• The meeting Minutes of August 12, 2021 were considered. Motion was made by B. Self to approve 
the meeting Minutes of August 12, 2021. There was a second to the motion by Johnson.  All were in 
favor. Motion passed. 

 
APPLICATIONS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
Planning Board #21-020 – Site Plan Review Application - Patriot Holdings, LLC – 304 Monadnock Highway  
Fieldstone Land Consultants, on behalf of Patriot Holdings, LLC, submitted a Site Plan Review application for 
the redevelopment of the former auto repair business at 304 Monadnock Highway for a self-storage facility.  
The proposed development would be situated on 9 acres off State Route 12 partially in the Business District 
and partially in the Rural/Agricultural District. A new 17,600 square foot climate-controlled storage and 
office building would be constructed on the lower level of the site replacing several existing buildings. There 
is an existing metal building that spans the property line with the adjacent NH Trails Bureau property that 

http://www.zoom.us,using/
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the applicant is seeking to use for additional storage space. The applicant has submitted a request for a 
Lease Agreement with the State to allow for the continued use of this building since it is partially located on 
State property.  
 
Ten self-storage buildings would be constructed on the upper portion of the property and accessed by a 
driveway connecting the two levels of the site. The self-storage buildings vary in size, but in total 45,220 
square feet of storage space would be constructed on this portion of the property. In addition to 
improvements on the property, the developer is proposing to make several improvements to the Cheshire 
Rail Trail. 
 
It was noted that the applicant has requested two waivers from the Site Plan Review Regulations:  

• Internal travel lanes shall not be less than 22 feet wide for 90-degree angle parking. The internal 
travel lane between the lower and upper portion of the site would be 20 feet in width. The Site Plan 
shows a two-foot wide gravel shoulder would be provided on either side for an overall width of 24 
feet.  

• Access, parking, and loading areas shall be graded to prevent drainage across sidewalks, curb cuts, 
adjacent properties or onto public streets and shall have a maximum grade of 5 percent. The 
internal travel lane between the lower and upper portion of the site would have a maximum grade 
of 12 percent.   

 
In addition, Bachler provided the following staff recommended conditions should the application be 
approved: 

• The applicant shall obtain a Building Permit and receive final approval from the Code Enforcement 
Officer and Swanzey Fire Department.  

• The applicant shall obtain a Driveway Permit from the NH Department of Transportation for the 
Route 12 entrance before the issuance of a Building Permit.  

• A copy of the approved Alteration of Terrain Permit shall be provided before the issuance of a 
Building Permit.  

• The property owner shall obtain a Lease Agreement and Crossing Agreement with the State of New 
Hampshire granting permission for the use of the State’s rail trail property for the proposed 
improvements as shown on the plans, including the use of the existing building that encroaches on 
the rail trail property, prior to the issuance of a Building Permit.  

• If the State requires any changes to the proposed plans that impact the development proposal, 
review and approval by the Planning Board may be required.  

• The property owner shall coordinate with the Town of Swanzey and the State of New Hampshire 
Trails Bureau on the proposed rail trail improvements.  

 
Discussion:  Brannon, Civil Engineer with Fieldstone Land Consultants, spoke about the redevelopment of 
the site on State Route 12. He noted there is no waiver being asked for checklist items. Brannon reviewed 
the checklist items to propose that the application is complete including a landscape plan, a lighting plan,  
surface drainage and mitigation of storm-water runoff plan, test pits and location of well, existing 
conditions plan, and designated wetlands with a typographical survey.  He noted his client is in the process 
of updating an agreement with Bureau of Trails.  
 

Motion was made by York that the application of Fieldstone Land Consultants, on behalf of Patriot 
Holdings, LLC, for the redevelopment of the former auto repair business at 304 Monadnock 
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Highway for a self-storage facility is complete and ready for public hearing. There was a second to 
the motion by Lane and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Public hearing opened at 6:11 p.m. 
 
Discussion:  Brannon showed the existing condition of the property on east side of State Route 12. The site 
has 8 acres in total. There was an auto salvage business prior to now and client has spent funds removing 
tires from the property. There is no technical frontage, and a Variance was obtained for use for that and for 
the self-storage use on the portion of the property that lies within the Rural/Agricultural District. 
 
Brannon said self-storage is good use of this site given the past use of the site. He noted a substantial 
amount of forested land to the rear of the property. Existing access was shown.  He noted the main building 
and a red building that straddles both the State’s property and the client’s property. He noted a rise in the 
property and said the upper platform area was used for tire storage for the former business. 
 
He said the proposal is to raise and improve the features, remove the main buildings and maintain the red 
building. He added the plan is for redevelopment of existing upper gravel platform.  
 
Site plan showed improvements to property with 24 foot entrance to the site. The 17,600 square foot 
climate control building will be used for corporate offices.  There would be eight parking spaces and 
additional off-loading areas. The red building would be converted into a storage building as well. Entrance 
will have 20 foot width road hard surfaced with gravel shoulders to the top location. At the top of the site, 
there will be conventional self-storage buildings, constructed over 3 phases. All the infrastructure will be 
constructed from the beginning for easy expansion of the upper buildings.  Access aisles are 25 feet in 
width with 2-directional travel.  
 
Other improvements include site lighting with building lights full-cut off lights.  One pole light is proposed 
for parking for the public at the NH Rail Trails corridor. 
 
Utility plan includes an onsite well and onsite septic, and a propane tank and self-service disposal was 
shown on the plan.  
 
Square footage for the upper portion of the development with ten buildings is 45,220 sq. ft. The 5,220 
square foot building is the red building on the lower section of the property. Brannon noted a previous 
agreement with the NH Trails Bureau.  He said they are proposing to utilize the existing red building and 
improve the rail corridor for safe access.   He mentioned meeting with the Rail Trails Advisory Committee 
(RTAC). He noted submitted proposal to the State for realignment of the trail to alleviate safety concerns 
and there would be two gates to prevent vehicle access to the trail. He noted some folks have dumped 
trash along the trail in the past. He added potentially adding boulders to prevent unauthorized access.  He 
also said a split rail fence along the front of the property is being proposed.  Brannon noted a couple of 
parking spaces next to the red building and it could be used for trail maintenance as well.  He added there is 
proposed landscaping along the front of the building.  He said the general public will see improvement in 
the property and additional activity with security cameras will discourage unauthorized uses. 
 
Brannon said if the State says no to the proposal, the rail trail would not be realigned.  Approval is subject 
to the state’s approval and if they require any modifications those would need to be brought to the 
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Planning Board.  He said there is value in the plan and since the State agreed to a lease agreement in the 
past, he hopes they will approve this plan. 
 
Storm-water management design was presented.  The entire front portion of the property drainage will be 
captured and routed to a storm-water chamber under the west side of the building. This project requires an 
Alteration of Terrain (AoT).  No run-off will exceed anything that is present today.  All the platform aisles 
drain to a collection swale on the west side and that will be routed to a system to the north of the upper 
platform. 
 
Brannon showed a grading profile. 
 
Brannon noted significant landscaping for visual buffering from the trail.  The plantings are proposed inside 
the rail trail, but there is sufficient room to move them to the client’s property.  
 
He said the proposal is significant improvements to the general public. This will be a corporate office for 
New England.   
 
Brannon showed some elevation drawings. The building has a slight pitch, not a flat roof, in order to slow 
down snow melt.  
 
Waivers were noted:  Access aisle should be 22 feet where parking is anticipated (for angle degree parking).  
The waiver request for 20 feet is for a section of road that will not have any parking possibility.  There will 
be a 2-foot gravel on each side of the paved road.   
 
The other waiver:   section 8, D, 4,  max grade of 5%. Entrance cannot be more than 5%.  He said the section 
rising to the rear is at 12% since it is not for parking and not for loading.   He noted the Fire Department did 
not have any issues with the design.  The plan takes into account the access to the upper level to make sure 
a fire truck can drive up it.  If a lesser slope is required, there would be more excavation required. He said 
he believes the design is adequate.  
 
S. Self said he believe since there is no parking allowed, the slope is acceptable. B Self agreed.  B. Self asked 
about the preexisting red building, if it were to be removed, would the split fence be continued and where 
would it stop. Brannon said it would terminate at the existing wood line. The parking area at the red 
building would go away.  Brannon spoke about the discussion at the RTAC in regard to some use of the 
building for the RTAC. Any improvements associated with the building will go away if the building is 
removed.  The landscaping would remain. Brannon said the proposal is to maintain the rail trail width.  
 
Lane asked about contaminated soil. And Brannon said he didn’t think contaminated soil was found. The 
existing groundwater monitoring tests do not show any pollution.  Lane noted the soil will be disturbed and 
Brannon said test pits already completed do not show any problem.  Environmental studies have been 
completed for the site and there is nothing concerning.  Brannon noted the AoT will address some of this. 
 
The storage buildings will be built on a slab. The climate control building is 14 feet in height.  S. Self asked 
about paving and Brannon said the upper storage area will all be paved. Brannon was asked about the 
phases of the project. 
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• Phase 1:  The climate control building, the access, and front paved to top of hill.  Gravel would be at 
top and storm water improvements. 

• Phase 2: excavation for buildings, paving and erecting first phase of self-storage units 
• Phase 3:  concrete work, paving, and second phase of self-storage units 
• Phase 4: concrete work, paving, and final phase of self-storage units  

 
RTAC member Bruce Bohannon spoke. Bohannon said two votes were taken. The first was 5 to 0 voting to 
ask the Selectmen to agree sending a letter to the State asking to remove the red building from the 
property. Second meeting had two members missing:  the vote was 2 to 1 that we continue to agree that 
the building be removed and a letter be sent to the State of NH Department of Transportation (DOT) Rails 
Transit.  Bohannon said the State would prefer that the building be moved since 60% of building is in DOT 
right-of-way. The building will not conform with site boundary ordinances as well, said Bohannon.  S.Self 
asked for reasons why the RTAC voted as it did:  Bohannon said it is a safety issue. The building never 
should have been allowed to be built there in the first place.  It is a violation of an ordinance of the town. 
Bohannon said the building has been run into in the past by snowmobiles. Brannon said there was an 
existing lease for this property and the State agreed to allow the former owner to use the building.  
Brannon noted the first vote of the RTAC did not include a review of the improvements. Brannon said he 
agrees that the realignment of the trail will make it safer.  
 
Johnson said if the building is removed, the improvements to that area will not be done.  She asked 
Bohannon wouldn’t the fence and landscaping increase safety?  Bohannon acknowledged it would.  Then 
he asked about the RTAC letter in the packet for the Planning Board.  Brannon said the State prefers the 
building will be removed, but they did submit the proposal with the improvements planned and may be 
willing to negotiate.  
 
S. Self asked for questions.  Bohannon asked about the storm-water at north of building, would that water 
end up at the rail trail. Brannon said the water will infiltrate the soils. He said right now there is no storm 
water management and all the storm water drains to the rail trail so that will be significantly reduced by the 
improvements in the plan.  
 
Bachler said a non-conforming structure might require a variance if improvements were made to it in the 
future. At this time, the building would not be expanded or enlarged.   He also referred to the Conservation 
Commission saying they did not have any concerns. The DOT did not have any concerns about the driveway 
except for need of a driveway permit. 
 
Public hearing closed at 7:01 p.m.  
 
There was a discussion about there being a dump there in the past.  York said he thinks it is a good project. 
B. Self agreed.  S. Self noted the Planning Board will be approving the entire site plan, not just Phase 1.  
 
Lane spoke about the landscaping plan. He said he is concerned about the closeness of trees near to the rail 
trail. The current speed limit is 45 MPH for snowmobiles and perhaps it would be good to ask Fish and 
Game to lower the limit.  Lane said he is concerned about the trees in front of the climate controlled 
building.  Bachler said the applicant needs to work with the State and the State Bureau of Trails may have 
input. Bachler said there is a fair amount of room to move the trees back if needed.  S. Self said they could 
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be pushed back.  S. Self said approval could be subject to RTAC being consulted as to where the trees 
should go.  
 

Motion was made by York to approve the Site Plan Review Application of Fieldstone Land 
Consultants, on behalf of Patriot Holdings, LLC, for the redevelopment of the former auto repair 
business at 304 Monadnock Highway for a self-storage facility with the following conditions: 
• The applicant shall obtain a Building Permit and receive final approval from the Code 

Enforcement Officer and Swanzey Fire Department.  
• The applicant shall obtain a Driveway Permit from the NH Department of Transportation for the 

Route 12 entrance before the issuance of a Building Permit.  
• A copy of the approved Alteration of Terrain Permit shall be provided before the issuance of a 

Building Permit.  
• The property owner shall obtain a Lease Agreement and Crossing Agreement with the State of 

New Hampshire granting permission for the use of the State’s rail trail property for the 
proposed improvements as shown on the plans, including the use of the existing building that 
encroaches on the rail trail property, prior to the issuance of a Building Permit.  

• If the State requires any changes to the proposed plans that impact the development proposal, 
review and approval by the Planning Board may be required.  

• The property owner shall coordinate with the Town of Swanzey and the State of New 
Hampshire Trails Bureau on the proposed rail trail improvements.  

• The Rail Trail committee to be consulted about the position of the trees along the rail trail. 
There was a second to the motion by B. Self and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion 
passed. 

 
Colby left the meeting at 7:10 pm 
 
DISCUSSION/OTHER BUSINESS 
Swanzey NH Route 10 Corridor Study Presentation by SWRPC 
J. B. Mack presented the Study results.  He said the concern is that the corridor is safe for those using it.  
The Study was conducted from 2020 to 2021. He said the report speaks to how the corridor is being used 
today, it asks will it meet the needs of the future, and concludes with what might be recommendations for 
the future. 
 
Motorized transportation uses were studied.  At Keene 14,400 vehicles pass over State Route 10 per day.  
97% drive to work and there is limited transit service. Mack noted walking activity and biking activity, 
especially on the Ashuelot Rail Trail, which is relatively popular. 
 
James Weatherly spoke about population data. 27% of the Town lives within ¼ mile buffer of NH 10. He 
spoke about Zoning.  80% of area around NH 10 is zoned Commercial/Industrial or Business. He noted a 
substantial amount of acreage is Yale-Toumey Forest. He noted significant economic engine in relatively 
small area.  40% of multifamily units are income-restricted.  Housing along the corridor is more diverse than 
in the Town as a whole. 35% of housing is multi-family (with 4 or more units) along the corridor.  
 
Mack spoke about the performance of the corridor. He noted that traffic is rising slowly, but speeding is 
uniformly higher than posted speed limit.  Sizeable source of crashes is driver behavior-related.  
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Mack said there is room for growth on Route 10.  
 
Mack noted safety for walkers and bikers is a concern because of prevalence of speeding.  He noted a 
proposal to extend sidewalks from Keene down to Market Basket grocery store.  
 
Weatherly spoke about population needs for transportation.  When excluding commuting traffic, there are 
about 4,700 trips per year demand for transit along the corridor and he said that is a conservative estimate. 
He spoke about development constraints. He spoke about workers with low paying jobs in the corridor.  He 
noted housing has a very low vacancy rate including 0% for rental housing. Average worker wage is $13.89 
per hour and that worker has to work 60 hours to afford housing. 
 
Mack spoke about goals: 

- Improve highway safety 
- Improve highway and land use coordination 
- Improvements to foster sustained economic vitality 
- Improve pedestrian and bicyclist access in higher density areas of corridor 

 
Mack spoke about improving highway safety by: 

- Raising median at Citgo Station near Base Hill Road.   
- Vegetative median and left turn pockets in place of two way left-turn lane in West Swanzey 
- Address brush clearing to enhance sight distance at California and NH 10 
- Plan to address enforcement of speed limits 

 
Improvements for highway and land use coordination could include: 

- Gateway signage for approaches to West Swanzey 
- Plan for sewer and water updates 
- One idea is land swap with Yale University  

 
Foster sustained economic vitality 

- Seek funding for sewer and water infrastructure 
- Gateway signage 
- Suggestion for studying for regional transit service 

 
Pedestrian and Bicyclist access 

- Install sidewalks, crosswalks and bike lanes for NH 10 from Keene to Market Basket 
- Evaluate connectivity for connection to Ashuelot Rail Trail 

 
The Board thanked the SWRPC members for their presentation and for the information which will be useful 
for updating the Master Plan. 
 
Zoning Ordinance Amendments Discussion – Multi-Family Residential Density 
The Board discussed the following standards based on a maximum number of units per acre:  

• Residence District: maximum of 3 units per acre  
• Village Business I District: maximum of 8 units per acre  
• Business District: maximum of 16 units per acre  
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The Board felt that a maximum density was not needed for Village Business II District. Bachler said the 
multi-family residential density standards were last discussed by the Board at their July 22nd meeting. He 
said he would review all of the draft changes the Planning Board is considering for Town Meeting 2022 with 
the Town Attorney and that the Board could then decide which amendments to bring forward this year.  
 
Master Plan Update – Draft Community Facilities Chapter 
S. Self referred to the information provided in the packet to the Board.  He said he read over the material 
and it looked good.  He said the West Swanzey wastewater system has a decent design but as the State has 
placed more restrictions on the water supply for chemicals, it has created issues.  Bachler said he would 
add a sentence in the Chapter about State requirements for a public wastewater supply. 
 
Copies of the SWRPC traffic study were discussed. Lane noted information about speed and pedestrian 
supports what the Planning Board tried to accomplish with crosswalks for a new proposed multi-family 
development.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn was made by York. There was a second to the motion by Johnson with no further 
discussion. All were in favor by roll call. Motion passed. Adjournment occurred at 8:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary  
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Memorandum – Office of Planning & Economic Development 

TO:  Planning Board 
FROM: Matthew Bachler, Director of Planning & Economic Development 
DATE:  September 2, 2021 
RE:  Planning Board #20-022 – Site Plan Review Application – EZ Crete, LLC – 126 

Monadnock Highway 
 
Background:  

EZ Crete, LLC has submitted a Site Plan Review application for 126 Monadnock Highway to 
replace existing storage bins on the exterior of the building with new storage bins and to replace 
the existing silo on the western side of the building with two new silos. The subject property is 
shown at Tax Map 18, Lot 67 and is located in the Business District. 
 
Development Overview: 

The Planning Board approved a Site Plan Review application for EZ Crete to run their 
manufacturing business at 126 Monadnock Highway in 2018. EZ Crete has applied for an 
amendment to the previously approved site plan to replace the existing material storage bins 
located on the southwest side of the building with three new storage bins. The storage bin area 
would measure 55 feet by 20 feet and would be buried so the opening of the bins are 
approximately only 2 feet above grade. A cover would be constructed above the bins to protect 
the materials from weather. There is an existing machine that conveys material from the bins to 
the interior of the building where the manufacturing takes place. This machinery would be 
relocated to the southern side of the building.  
 
The applicant is also seeking to replace an existing silo on the west side of the building with two 
new silos. The new silos would be approximately 43 feet in height. No changes are proposed to 
the building footprint. A new access drive would be constructed off the driveway and running 
along the west side of the building to provide access to the storage bins for delivery purposes.  
 
Applicable Ordinances/Regulations:   
 

Structure Setbacks  
The property is located in the Business District, which requires a side setback of 20 feet. The 
storage bins would be setback 25 feet from the side property line at their closest point. The silos 
would be located behind the storage bins and further back from the property line.  
 
Building Height  
The maximum height permitted for buildings and structures is 45 feet. The new proposed silos 
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would be approximately 43 feet in height.  
 
Site Plan Review Regulations  
The Site Plan Review Regulations require the Planning Board to evaluate a proposed 
development from several perspectives, including parking and loading, access and traffic flow, 
lighting, landscaping/screening, storm water management, utilities, and architectural design.  
 
A. Parking, Loading, Access, and Traffic Flow 
The new location for the storage bins and silos would not impact existing parking, loading, or 
access on the site. A new drive aisle would be constructed on the west side of the building for 
delivering materials. Due to the topography in this area, a retaining wall would be needed. The 
bins could also be accessed from the existing drive lane that wraps around the eastern and 
southern side of the building.  
 
B. Landscaping, Screening, and Exterior Lighting   
No changes are proposed to existing landscaping, screening, or exterior lighting on the site.  
 
C. Storm Water Management  
The increase in the peak flow of surface runoff as a result of the development is not permitted to 
pass beyond the property lines. The proposed site modifications are not anticipated to impacts 
existing stormwater runoff conditions.  
 
D. Utilities  
The site is connected to the public water line. The Superintendent for the North Swanzey Water 
and Fire Precinct has noted that an RPZ Backflow Prevention Device be installed. There is an 
existing septic system on the property that was inspected in 2017. The drive aisle on the west 
side of the building would be designed to not pass over the leach field and bollards would be 
installed to keep delivery trucks off of the leach field.   
 
Legal Notices:   
The required notice was posted in three public places and on the Town’s website on August 25, 
2021. Certified letters were sent to abutting property owners on August 24, 2021. The legal 
notice appeared in the Keene Sentinel on Saturday, August 28, 2021.  
 
Upon a finding by the Board that the application meets the submission requirements of the Site 
Plan Review regulations, the Board will vote to accept the application as complete. A public 
hearing on the merits of the proposal may follow immediately; if not, a public hearing will be 
scheduled for a time and date certain.   
 
Staff Review and Recommendation 
At this time, no concerns have been reported by Department Heads other than the comments 
from the North Swanzey Water & Fire Precinct Superintendent (Attachment F). Staff believes 
the application is complete based on the Site Plan Review submittal requirements.  
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Attachments 
A. Site Plan Review Application  
B. Existing Conditions Plan and Proposed Site Plan 
C. Septic System Inspection Report 
D. Photographs of Existing Conditions  
E. Aerial Map and Tax Map 
F. Department Head Review Comments  



SWANZEY PLANNING BOARD 

P. 0. Box 10009
Swanzey, NH 03446 

Email: mbad1kr@town.Hw:mzcy.nh.us 

SITE PLAN REVIEW APPLICATION FORM AND CHECKLIST 

Date R ccivcd ia I 1-(> {� 'Z.-I 

APPLICATION PROCEDURE 

1. This form and all required information must be filed with the Planning Office at least 21 days 
prior to the date at which it will be submitted to the Planning Board. Unless otherwise noticed,
the Planning Board meets on the second and fourth Thursdays of every month. 

2. Pour (4) paper copies of the application shall be submitted, in addition to an electronic
submittal in Portable Document Format (*pdf), either by email or on a CD or flash drive. 

3. All projects must comply with the Town's Zoning Ordinance and other applicable regulations
before being considered by the Planning Board. Any necessary approvals from the Zoning 
Board of Adjustment must be received prior to application to the Planning Board. 

4. Tncluded herein is the checklist of plat requirements that are part of a completed application.
Please check the documentation that has been submitted, or items for which waivers arc being 
requested. All requests for waivers must be submitted in writing at the time of application, and 
include the justification for the request. 

5. Within 30 days after filing, or the next meeting for which notice can be given, the application
will be placed on the Planning Board's agenda. At this meeting the Board will vote to accept or 
not accept the application as complete. Following a vote to accept, the Board will either move 
into public hearing or schedule a public hearing for a time and date certain. The l3oard will 
vote to approve or disapprove the application no later than 65. days from the vote of 
acceptance. 

6. The required public notices and certified mailings are prepared and sent by the Planning
Office. The applicant is responsible for all fees associated with filing and notification.

7. Within five (5) business days of the vote to approve or disapprove the application, the
applicant will receive a written Notice of Decision. In the event of disapproval, the notice will

include the reasons for the decision and state what corrective action needs to be taken by the 
applicant. 

Application for Site Plan Review_Rev. December 2018 Page 1 of 4 
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1.

Preferred Telephone:
2. Name and address of applicant (if different):

Preferred Telephone: __________ Email: _ ______________ 
3. Name and address of surveyor or other professional whose name and seal appear on the plat:

4.
5.
6.

7.

Preferred TeletJhone: ________ __ J •:mail:-=----.------- -----
Strcet Address of Pr h (X.,, (e__ 
Zoning District( s) :71r.;-...-i;.;u�azjh-7fck.��:-=--:----t-_._,,,_C-'--"-'n-'-6frax Map#
Proposed Permitted

Project Name:-�-------- ----------- ---------
8. Area of Lot in Square Feet and Acres: _' .... 9.__. 5_.•,____._J}-l--'e,"'---'--ve,-=--�------- ---------
9_ Traffic Volume on Adjacent Major Streets: __________________ _
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

� Projected Number of Vehicle Movements On and Off the Property Per Day: -��-�--
Gmss Flooc Acea of Existing Boildings (Squace FccQ'_ \ 1,'::>0iJ
Cross Floor Area of Additions (Square Feet):---'�""---------------
Gross Floor Area of New Buildings (Square Feet): --�

-"r-
--------------

Total Number of Employees: __ ..:...1...-,e_ ____________________ _
Hours of Operation: ---=lo...._-_(c_,,._ ______________________ _ 

The following items must be submitted with the applicatioy
1. Attach a separate sheet listing Town of Swanzey Tax Map and Lot #, name and mailing

address of all abutters, including those across a street, brook or stream; any professional whose
name and stamp appears on the plat; and any holders of conservation preservation, or
agricultural preservation restrictions. Abutter names should be those of current owners as
recorded in the tax records five (5) days prior to the submission of the application.

2. A completed checklist (sec attached).
3. Payment of all applicable fees. Applicants will be billed prior to the hearing. The application

will not be considered by the Planning Board until such time as all fees are paid. Please refer to
the Swanzey Site Plan Review Regulations for the complete list of applicable fees.

Application for Site Plan Review_Rev. December 2018 Page 2 of 4



The following affidavits must be signed and dated: 

The Applicant and/ or owner or agent certifies that this application is correctly completed with all 
required attachments and requirements and that any additional costs for engineering or professional 
sen,ices incurred by the Planning Board or the Town of Swanzey in the final review process of the 
propc:ttY, shall be borne by the Applicant and/ or owner. 

Oat� I 
\'Z \bl 

-Si:a-ature-
�

- -----

T hereby authorize the Swanzey Planning Board and its agents to access my land for the purpose of 
reviewing the proposed site plan, performing road inspections and any other inspections deemed 
necessary by the Board or its agents, to ensure conformance of the on-site improvements with the 
appr< ve I plan and all Town of Swanzey ordinances and regulations. 

n,@112\t \ Si� tr 
I hereby authorize ___ ________________ to act as my agent and represent 
me before the Swanzey Planning Board. 

Signed (Owner): _________________ _ Date:�---------

Signed (Agent): _______ __________ _ Date: _________ _ 

FEE SCHEDULE 

1. Filing Fee (See Attached Fee Schedule): $ ____ _ 

2. Public Notice Fee: Current rates for Keene Sentinel. $ _____ _ 

3. Certified Mail: Current rate for mail. $ _____ _ 

Total Application Filing Fees: $ ____ _ 

FOR PLANNING BOARD USE ONLY 

Comments: 

The above application was D approved D denied by the Swanzey Planning Board.

Date: 
-----------------

Chair Secretary 

Application for Site Plan Review_Rev. December 2018 Page 3 of 4 



PLAT SUBMISSION CHECKLIST 

Please note that this checklist is for administrative efficiency. Please refer to the Swanzey Site Plan 
Review Regulations to ensure that all requirements are being met. 

Item# Submission Requirement: Submitted 

Yes No Waiver 

1. Name and address of owner. v 

2. Tax map and lot number. v 
3. North arrow, written and graphic scale of 1" = 30'. v 

4. Name and address of plat preparer. V 
5. Vicinity sketch. ✓ 
6. Names and addresses of all abutting landowners. 

7. Physical features and uses of land within 200 feet of the site. ✓ 
8. Perimeter boundary lines and the lot area is square feet and

✓ acres.

9. The shape, size, height, location and use of existing
structures on the site, and those that arc proposed.

10. J .ocation, name and widths of any existing and proposed ✓ 
roads on the property. 

11. Identification of access from the site to public streets, sight 

✓ distances from the access points, curb cuts and proposed 
changes (if any) to existing streets. 

12. Location and number of parking and loading spaces. v 

13, Landsc1pe Plan. N� 
14. Location, type and nature of all existing and proposed ✓ 

lighting. 

15. Natural features such as waterbodics, ledge outcropping,
Ni wetlands, etc.

16. Existing and proposed grades and topographic contours at 5- v
foot intervals.

17. The size and accurate location of all existing and proposed ✓-water mains, culverts, fire hydrants and fire ponds.

18. Means of providing water supply. v 

19. Surface drainage patterns. _.,,,, 
20. Copy of certification by a licensed septic designer that the

existing system is sufficient for existing and proposed use.

21. J ,ocation and type of proposed sewage disposal system. Nr\ 
22. Location of existing and proposed on-site well showing 75-

Ni foot radius.

23. Soil survey data from Cheshire County Soil Survey.

24. Location of any existing or proposed easements, deed 
N fl restrictions and/ or covenants. 

25. Architectural Plans. t,fp 

Application for Site Plan Rcview_Rcv. December 2018 Page 4 of 4 
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PROJECT SITE DATA 

TOWN OF SWANZEY, NH 

MAP: 18 LOT: 67 

ZONE: RESIDENTIAL B 

USE: BUSINESS/lNDUSTRIAL 

( SEE TOWN OF SWANZEY ZBA 
DECISION DATED DECEMBER 21, 2015) 

LOT AREA: 3.5 ACRES (152,460 S.F,) 

FRONTAGE: 52' 

BUILDIN<3 AREA: 

EXISTING: 12,300 S.F. 
PROPOSED: 1,225 S.F. 
TOTAL: 13,525 S.F. 

LOT COVERAGE: 

BUILDING FOOTPRINT: 

IMPERMIABLE SURFACE 
BUILDING+ PAVED AREAS: 

9% 

20% 
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PROJECT SITE DATA 

TOWN OF SWANZEY, NH 

MAP: 18 LOT: 67 

Z ONE: RESIDENTIAL B 

USE: BUSINESS/INDUSTRIAL 

(SEE TOWN OF SWANZEY Z BA 
DECISION DATED DECEMBER 21, 2015) 

LOT AREA: 3.5 ACRES (152,460 S.F.) 

FRONTAGE: 52' 

BUILDING AREA: 

EXISTING: 12,300 S.F. 
PROPOSED: 1,225 S.F. 

TOTAL: 13,525 S.F. 

LOT COVERAGE: 

BUILDING FOOTPRINT: --;;:-

IMPERMIABLE SURFACE 
BUILDING + PAVED AREAS: 

:10% 



Septic System Inspection Report 

Prepared for: 

Brice Raynor 

250 Hancock Road 

Harrisville 

December 27, 2017 

126 Monadnock Highway 

Swanzey, NH 03446 

Document Prepared By: 

CONSTRUCTION, LLC 
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GENERAL CONTRACTING 

& EXCAVATION 

How a Septic System Works

Households that are not served by public sewers usually depend on septic systems to treat and 

dispose of wastewater. Septic systems represent a significant financial investment. If cared for 

properly, a well-designed, installed, and maintained system will provide years of reliable, low-

cost service. 

A failing system can become a source of pollution and public health concern, causing property 

damage, ground and surface water pollution (such as well water—both yours and your 

neighbors), and disease outbreaks.  

There are many different types of septic systems that fit a wide range of soil and site 

conditions.  

A standard septic tank system has three main parts: 

The Septic Tank — A septic tank's purpose is to separate solids from the wastewater, store and 

partially decompose as much solid material as possible, while allowing the liquid (or effluent) to 

go to the drainfield.  

The Drainfield — After solids settle in the septic tank, the liquid wastewater (or effluent) is 

discharged to the drainfield, also known as an absorption or leach field.  

The Soil — The soil below the drainfield provides the final treatment and disposal of the septic 

tank effluent. After the wastewater has passed into the soil, organisms in the soil treat the 

effluent before it percolates downward and outward, eventually entering ground or surface 

water. The type of soil also impacts the effectiveness of the drainfield; for instance, clay soils 

may be too tight to allow much wastewater to pass through and gravelly soil may be too coarse 

to provide much treatment. Sand is an optimal soil type.  



List of Inspected Items 

CLEANOUT & CAP: 

Item: Findings: Comments: 

Cleanout Clean out in bathroom could 
not be accessed. We ended 
up pulling the toilet to 
inspect the pipe from the 
building to the tank. 

PIPING FROM HOUSE TO TANK: 

Item: Findings: Comments: 

Size 3” Good 

Type Cast Iron Pipe Ok 

Condition Fair- Cast Iron Pipe was 
scaling, but overall in fair 
condition. 

Fair 

Length 44’ in length Good 

SEPTIC TANK: 

Item: Findings: Comments: 

Type 

Condition Good Good 

Risers N/A 

Inlet baffle Inlet baffle is concrete and 
intact 

Good 

Outlet baffle Outlet baffle is concrete and 
intact 

Outlet baffle showed signs of 
effluent up over and on top 
of baffle.  

Does tank need to be 
pumped? 

Yes 

PIPING FROM TANK TO D-BOX / LEACH FIELD 

Item: Findings: Comments: 

Size 4” Good 

Type PVC Good 

Condition Good Good 

Length 8’ in length Good 

D-BOX



Item: Findings: Comments: 

Type Concrete 1 inlet, 4 outlet Fair 

Condition Shows signs of being backed 
up over the outlet pipes.  

Fair 

LEACH FIELD 

Item: Findings: Comments: 

Type Stone & Pipe Fair 

Condition Stone & Pipe System appears 
to be draining at the time of 
inspection, but does have a 
large amount of heavy 
sludge. 

Fair 

TERMS USED TO DESCRIBE THE STATUS OF THE SYSTEM 

Good: a general term used to describe the condition of the particular part being inspected is 

satisfactory and in good working order.   

Fair: a general term meaning that the particular part being inspected is not in good condition 

but is still ok. 

Poor: a general term meaning that the particular part being inspected is in bad shape and 

should be looked at as needing replacement in the near future. 

Failed: a general term meaning that the particular part being inspected is broken failed or 

damaged in some way and need immediate replacement to be in working order for living. 

OPINION 

It is my opinion that the septic system as a whole is in FAIR condition and I would 

recommend the following: 

1. The septic leach field is currently draining and appears to be in working order at this

time, however it does show signs of aging, previous backing up and heavy sludge.

2. For a homeowner buying this home I would recommend using the current septic system

until it fails with the foresight of the possibility of needing to replace it at some point.

3. The septic tank should be pumped every 3 years minimum and more often with

frequent use.

4. The septic system should never be driven on.



5. Sanitary pads, condoms, tampons, q-tips, latex paints and cooking greases should never

be disposed of in your septic.

6. Attached are some pictures from our inspection.





If you have any questions or comments or need more information, please call. Also please keep 

us in mind in the future for any of your excavation needs including, site work, driveways, 

foundations, underground utilities, drainage, video inspection and septic systems. 

Thanks 

David O’Neil 

The above report is designed written and provided by David O’Neil Construction, LLC. The inspection of this septic 

system is our opinion, which is based on the overall general findings at the time of the inspection. It is impossible 

to determine the actual length of service a septic system will provide due to variables which include, but are not 

limited to care, maintenance and use. This report does not offer any guarantees, nor shall they be assumed.   



View from existing driveway looking south. 
the new access drive for the storage bins
would run along the western side of the 
building. 

View of existing silo, conveyance machine, 
and storage bins (left) which would be replaced
as part of the proposal. 
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126 Monadnock Highway - Soil Classification Map
Legend

Notes

© NH GRANIT, www.granit.unh.edu

Map Scale

1,6241:

Map Generated: 8/24/2021
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Plan Review Form
Adopted by BOS 3/25/2009 

DEPARTMENT HEAD REVIEW FORM 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Department:  Planning and Economic Development 

Applicant Name:  EZ Crete, LLC  

Property Location: 126 Monadnock Highway  

Type of Application: Site Plan Review application to install new exterior 
storage bins and two new silos at EZ Crete business.    

Notice to Department Head of Application Received: Application and 
documentation will be sent by e-mail when feasible. If application and 
supporting documentation is unable to be sent via e-mail, it is the department 
head’s responsibility to review the documentation at Town Hall. Comments 
should be limited to the scope of your operational responsibilities. 

Planning Board Hearing for Application: September 9, 2021 

_____  I have no concerns/comments about the application. 

_____ I have concerns/comments about the application as follows:  (use 
additional sheets as necessary)
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

_____ I will attend public hearing

_____ I will not attend public hearing 

This Public Hearing Review Form must be returned to the Land Use Office no 
later than Thursday, September 2nd.     

Dated:  _____________________ ____________________________________
Signature  

____________________________________
Department 

Ordinance attached.
The business is required to have a RPZ Backflow Prevention Device installed and tested as per the Cross Connection 

August 24, 2021

North Swanzey Water & Fire Precinct
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 TOWN OF SWANZEY 
620 OLD HOMESTE AD HIGHWAY  

P.O. BOX 100 09 
SWANZEY, NH 03446 -00 0 9 

TOWN HALL (603) 35 2-7 4 11 FAX (6 03) 35 2-62 50 
WWW. SWANZEYNH.GOV 

 
 
 
 

TDD ACCESS: RELAY NH 1-800-735-2964 

Memorandum – Office of Planning & Economic Development 

TO:  Planning Board 
FROM: Matthew Bachler, Director of Planning & Economic Development 
DATE:  September 2, 2021 
RE:  Planning Board #20-023 – Preliminary Conceptual Consultation – Subdivision Plan 

for 537 Old Homestead Highway (Map 34, Lot 29) 
 
Background:  

Keith Bell has requested a Preliminary Conceptual Consultation for a proposed Subdivision of 
537 Old Homestead Highway. The subject property is shown at Tax Map 34, Lot 29 and is 
located in the Business District and the Rural/Agricultural District. The property is 
approximately 15 acres in size with 410 feet of frontage on Old Homestead Highway. Currently, 
the property is used for a single-family residence. A conceptual plan is attached.  
 
The property owner is considering subdividing the property into two lots. One lot would be 
approximately 11 acres in size and would include the single-family dwelling. This property 
would retain approximately 360 feet of frontage on Old Homestead Highway.  
 
The second lot would be developed as a rear lot with a 50-foot wide owned access from Old 
Homestead Highway to an approximately 4-acre area at the rear of the existing property. The 
front portion of the property is located in the Business District and the proposed rear lot would 
be located in the Rural/Agricultural District. Based on the sketch plan provided, it appears both 
lots would be in conformance with the minimum lot size and frontage requirements and the rear 
lot provisions in the Zoning Ordinance.  
 
Preliminary Conceptual Consultation: 

The Planning Board’s Subdivision Regulations allow a property owner to request a Preliminary 
Conceptual Consultation. This process allows an applicant to discuss a proposal in conceptual 
form and in general terms. The regulations state the consultation shall be directed toward:  

• Reviewing the basic concepts of the proposal. 
• Reviewing the proposal with regard to the master plan and zoning ordinance. 
• Explaining the local regulations that may apply to the proposal.  
• Determination of the proposal as a major or minor subdivision. 
• Guiding the applicant relative to state and local requirements. 

 
Preliminary conceptual consultations do not bind the applicant or the Board.  Such discussion 
may occur without formal public notice, but must occur only at a posted meeting of the Board. 





 

 TOWN OF SWANZEY 
620 OLD HOMESTE AD HIGHWAY  

P.O. BOX 100 09 
SWANZEY, NH 03446 -00 0 9 

TOWN HALL (603) 35 2-7 4 11 FAX (6 03) 35 2-62 50 
WWW. SWANZEYNH.GOV 

  
 
 
 

Memorandum – Office of Planning & Economic Development 

TO:  Planning Board 
FROM: Matthew Bachler, Director of Planning & Economic Development 
DATE:  September 2, 2021 

RE:  Business and Commercial Zoning Discussion  
 
Background 
 

As part of their 2021 work plan, the Planning Board has been conducting a review of the Town’s 
zoning regulations for business and commercial areas and considering Zoning Ordinance 
amendments to recommend at Town Meeting in March 2022.  
 
Discussion 
 

At the Planning Board meeting on July 22nd, we reviewed the updated purpose statements for the 
districts, revised land use table, and proposed changes to the Industrial Park District. At the 
meeting on September 9th, I would like to do a final review of these draft changes with the 
Planning Board.  
 
At the July 22nd meeting we also discussed possible areas where rezoning should be proposed. 
Much of this focused on rezoning predominantly residential neighborhoods from Business 
District to Residence District, expanding the Business District zoning along the Route 10 and 
Route 12 corridors, and rezoning some of the Commercial/Industrial District properties. I am 
planning on bringing recommendations on possible rezonings to the Planning Board meeting on 
September 9th.   
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SECTION II 
ZONING DISTRICTS AND ZONING MAPS 

 
The Town of Swanzey is hereby divided into the following Zoning Districts as 
shown on the “Zoning Map of Swanzey, New Hampshire” dated September 1, 
1947, as amended which, with all explanatory matter therein, shall be 
considered a part thereof.  The original map is filed in the Office of the 
Swanzey Town Clerk. 
 
A.  DISTRICTS:  Purpose and Intent. 
 
 4.  Business District.  This district is intended The intent of this 
District is to provide for the development of commercial, retail, office, and 
similar uses that are oriented to serving the needs of the community and the 
traveling public. or are This District is also intended to accommodate traffic 
generators of such size as to be more properly located on a highly accessible 
highway network. 
 
 10.  Industrial Park District.  The intent of this District is to allow 
industrial activitiesy, such as manufacturing, processing, assembly, 
wholesaling, and warehousing  in a park like setting with greater aesthetic 
and site controls, where municipal water, sewer, fire protection and 
electrical power may be accessible.  It is the intent of this District, by 
requiring minimum building size, to preclude small business and office 
operations (allowed in other zones) unless they are grouped together in the 
same building.  This district also excludes service operations and retail sales 
activities except those that are clearly accessory to the primarypermitted 
use. 
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SECTION V 
VILLAGE BUSINESS DISTRICTS I AND II USES 

AND BUSINESS DISTRICT USES 
 
B.  BUSINESS DISTRICT. 
 
 1.  USES PERMITTED.  In the Business District, no buildings or 
premises shall be erected, altered or used and no land shall be used for any 
purpose except: 
 
  a.  (Amended March 9, 1999; Deleted March 14, 2000) 
 
  b.  Restaurant; 
 
  c.  Educational, governmental, or religious facility; 
 
  d.  Hotel, motel, inn or bed and breakfast facility;  (Amended 
March 8, 1994) 
 
  e.  Professional and business offices; 
 
  f.  Retail sales, services;  (Amended March 10, 1998) 
 
  g.  Bank or financial institution; 
 
  h.  Funeral home; 
 
  i.  Private club or lodge; 
 
  j.  Nursing home; 
 
  k.  Commercial greenhouse or nursery; 
 
  l.  Home occupation and home-based business (Amended 
March 12, 2019); 
 
  m.  (Adopted March 11, 1997; Deleted March 14, 2000) 
 
  n.  Warehousing;  (Amended March 10, 1998) 
 
  o.  Function halls; (Added March 10, 2009) 
 
  p.  Indoor auctions; (Added March 10, 2009) 
 
  q.   Recreation facility conducted as a business; 
 
  r.   Manufacturing;  
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  ts.    Research and development;  
 
    ut.   Brewery, distillery, or winery;  
 
  q. Accessory uses which are clearly incidental to the uses 
permitted herein. 
 
 2.  In addition to the aforementioned permitted uses, the following are 
permitted after the issuance of a Special Exception by the Board of 
Adjustment:  (Section V.B.2. Amended March 9, 1999) 
 
  a.  Recreation facility conducted as a business; Ddaycare 
facility; gasoline service stations; repair garage or body shop; motor vehicle 
dealership; wholesale or warehousing manufacturing facility; industrial 
park; vehicle wash facility; self-storage facility; (Amended March 14, 2000) 
 
  b.  Multi-family dwelling(s):  The density requirement for a 
multi-family dwelling(s) shall be one (1) acre for the first dwelling unit and 
one half (1/2) acre for each additional dwelling unit, unless connected to 
public sewer.  The maximum density permittedrequirement for a multi-
family dwelling(s) connected to public sewer shall be sixteen (16) units 
perone (1) acre. The minimum number of units for a multi-family residential 
dwelling in the Business District shall be five (5) units;  (Amended March 
14, 2000) 
 
  c.  Two-family dwelling:  The density requirement for a two-
family dwelling shall be one and a half (1-1/2) acres, unless connected to 
public sewer; 
 
  d.  The removal and processing of clay, sod, loam, crushed 
stone, sand or gravel for sale, subject to the minimum standards 
established pursuant to RSA 155-E;  (Adopted March 14, 2000) 
 
  e.  One-family dwelling;  (Adopted March 14, 2000) 
 
  f.  Manufactured housing on individual lots, provided they meet 
the requirements of the district and all other pertinent requirements of this 
ordinance;  (Adopted March 14, 2000) 
 
  g.  Drive-through facility;. (Adopted March 9, 2021) 
 
  h.  Licensed nursing home;  
 

i. Hospital;  
 

kj.    Bulk storage and distribution of large quantities of 
material, liquid, solid, or gaseous intended for resale.  
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 3.  All lots shall be of at least one (1) acre in size with one hundred 
twenty-five (125) foot frontage on a town or State maintained road.  The 
front setback for everything except buildings and structures is thirty (30) 
feet from the front property line.  For properties with frontage on NH Route 
10 or NH Route 12, all buildings and structures shall be located seventy-five 
(75) feet from the right-of-way line. For all frontages other than NH Route 10 
or NH Route 12, all buildings and structures shall be located thirty (30) feet 
from the front property line. The side and rear setbacks are twenty (20) feet 
from the side and rear property lines.  (Amended March 11, 2008; Amended 
March 10, 2020) 
 
 4.  A non-residential use established after the adoption of this 
subparagraph on a lot in the Business District shall be set back fifty (50) 
feet from any abutting residential dwelling and shall be screened from the 
abutting residential dwelling by a fence, hedge, berm, vegetative planting or 
other screening material, the size and type of screening to be determined by 
the Planning Board during the Site Plan Review process required of all new 
businesses proposed in the Town of Swanzey.  (Adopted March 10, 1998; 
Amended March 14, 2000) 
 
 5.     A one-family dwelling, two-family dwelling, or manufactured 
housing dwelling established prior to the adoption of this subparagraph on a 
lot in the Business District shall be considered to be a permitted use in the 
Business District and shall not be subject to Section XI, Article A of this 
Ordinance.  
 

SECTION VI 
COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT AND INDUSTRIAL PARK 

DISTRICT USES 
(Adopted March 13, 1990) 

 
A. COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT  
 
 1.  From the center line of Sawyers Crossing Road at its junction with 
Rte. 10 on the east side, fifteen hundred (1500) feet east and then north to 
the Keene line.  On the west side of Rte. 10 from the north bound of Forest 
Avenue fifteen hundred (1500) feet west of the center line of Rte. 10 and 
then north to the Keene line.  Also includes the area between Forest Avenue 
and California Street/California Brook Road on west side of West Swanzey 
Road (NH Route 10) to the east bank of the Bailey Brook, which is now 
zoned Residence District.  (Amended March 10, 1998) 
 
  a.  All lots within this zone using an access from Rte. 10 will 
contain a minimum of three (3) acres and have four hundred (400) feet 
frontage on Rte. 10; 
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  b.  All lots using a feeder road from Rte. 10 will contain a 
minimum of one (1) acre with one hundred twenty-five (125) feet frontage on 
the feeder road; 
 
  c.  For purposes of this section, “feeder road” means the 
existing highways intersecting Rte. 10 within this zone (i.e. Forest Avenue, 
Sawyers Crossing Road, Ash Hill/Base Hill Road and the Whittemore Farm 
Road), and any new streets built hereafter that intersect Rte. 10 within this 
zone.  All new feeder roads shall have a minimum width of one hundred 
(100) feet at their intersection with Rte. 10;  (Amended March 10, 1992) 
 
  d.  USES PERMITTED.  In the Commercial/Industrial Zone no 
building or premise shall be erected, altered or used and no land shall be 
used for any purpose except: 
 
   1)  Establishments engaged in the manufacturing, 
assembly, compounding, processing/packaging, treatment or distribution of 
products including primary product production from raw materials but 
excluding such establishments which produce or emit dust, refuse matter, 
toxic or noxious gases, odors or fumes, excessive noise, vibration or 
electrical interference, or similar substances or conditions into adjacent or 
other properties; 
 
   2)  Wholesale, warehouse and storage facilities; 
 
   3)  Research and testing laboratories devoted to the 
research, testing, design, and experimentation of products and processing 
and fabrication operations that are incidental thereto; 
 
   4)  Printing and publishing establishments; 
 
   5)  Educational activities; 
 
   6)  Business and professional offices; 
 
   7)  (Deleted March 14, 2000) 
    
   8)  Restaurant; 
 
   9)  Educational, governmental, or religious facility; 
 
   10)  Hotel, motel, inn or bed and breakfast facility;  
(Amended March 8, 1994) 
 
   11)  Retail sales, services; 
 
   12)  Bank or financial institution; 
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   13)  Funeral home; 
 
   14)  Private club or lodge; 
 
   15)  Nursing home; 
 
   16)  Commercial greenhouse or nursery; 
 
   17) Home occupation and home-based business 
(Amended March 12, 2019); 
 
   18)  Accessory uses which are clearly incidental to the 
uses permitted herein; 
 
   19)  (Deleted March 14, 2000) 
 
   20)  Gasoline service station, repair garage and body 
shop, motor vehicle dealership, vehicle wash facility;  (Amended March 14, 
2000) 
 
   21)  Recreational facility conducted as a business;. 
 
   22)  Brewery, distillery, or winery;. 
 
   23) Bulk storage and distribution of large quantities of 
material, liquid, solid, or gaseous intended for resale.   
 
  e.  SETBACKS 
 
   1)  All buildings or structures within this zone shall be 
located (1) at least seventy five (75) feet from the right-of-way of Route 10; 
(b) at least fifty (50) feet from the boundary line of any abutting residential 
dwelling; (c) at least thirty (30) feet from the right-of-way of any feeder road; 
and (d) at least twenty (20) feet from any other boundary.  (Amended March 
14, 2000; Amended March 11, 2008; Amended March 10, 2020) 
 
   2)  Any abutting residential dwelling shall be screened by 
a fence, hedge, berm, vegetative planting or other screening material, the 
size and type of screening to be determined by the Planning Board during 
the Site Plan Review Process required of all new businesses proposed in the 
Town of Swanzey.  (Amended March 10, 1992; Amended March 14, 2000) 
 
 2.  In addition to the aforementioned permitted uses, the following are 
permitted after the issuance of a Special Exception by the Board of 
Adjustment: 
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  a.  The removal and processing of clay, sod, loam, crushed 
stone, sand or gravel for sale, subject to the minimum standards 
established pursuant to RSA 155-E;  (Adopted March 14, 2000) 
 
  b.  (Adopted March 14, 2000) (Deleted March 9, 2004) 
 
  c.  (Adopted March 14, 2000) (Deleted March 9, 2004) 
 

d.  (Adopted March 14, 2000) (Deleted March 9, 2004) 
 
e.  Drive-through facility. (Adopted March 9, 2021) 

 
 

  
SECTION X-A 

INDUSTRIAL PARK 
(Adopted March 14, 1995) 

 
B. INDUSTRIAL PARK DISTRICT 
 
The intent of this district is to allow industrial activity in a park like setting, 
where municipal water, sewer, fire protection, and electrical power may be 
accessible.  This district excludes service operations and retail sales 
activities except those that are clearly accessory to the permitted use. 
 
A.  INDUSTRIAL PARK DISTRICT 
 

1. Beginning at a point four hundred (400) feet easterly of Page Court 
 and Rte. 32 on the north side of Page Court, proceeding southerly on a line 
parallel to Rte. 32 to the point of intersection with the southern boundary of 
Lot 19-98, proceeding easterly along Lot 19-98 southern boundary to its 
southeast corner, then southerly to a point of intersection with the southern 
boundary of Lot 19-102, then easterly to the southeast corner of Lot 19-102 
then northerly along Lot 19-102 to a point of intersection with the southern 
boundary of Lot 19-97-1, in a then northerly direction along boundary of Lot 
19-97-1 to a point of intersection on Rte. 12.  Then northerly following 
boundary of Lot 19-97-1 along Route 12, to the lot’s most northeastern 
corner.  Then westerly following the boundary of Lot 19-97-1 to a point of 
intersection with the existing residence district (which runs northerly 1000’ 
parallel from the intersection of Page Court and Wilson Pond Road).  
Continue southerly along the line of the residence district to the private road 
between Lot 19-24 and 19-97-1, then westerly along the north side of the 
private road to the intersection of Wilson Pond/Page Court then westerly to 
the point of origin.  (This description of Industrial Park District was taken 
from the Town of Swanzey Tax Maps dated 4/1/94) 
 
The zoning map of the Town of Swanzey dated September 1, 1947, as 
amended, is further amended to show the portions of the properties currently 
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shown as Tax Map 19, Lots 97, 97-2, 98, 99, 100, 101 and 102 that are 
currently located in the Business District as being in the Industrial Park 
District.  (Added March 10, 2009) 
 
The zoning map of the Town of Swanzey dated September 1, 1947, as 
amended, is further amended to show the portion of the property currently 
shown as Tax Map 19, Lot 97-5 that is currently located in the Residence 
District as being in the Industrial Park District.  (Added March 10, 2009) 
 
B.2.  PERMITTED USES. In the Industrial Park District, no buildings or 
premises shall be erected, altered, or used, and no land shall be used for 
any purposes, except:  
 
 a1.  Manufacturing, production, fabrication, processing, packaging 
assembly, refurbishing and/or repair of goods; 
  
 2b.  Research and development; 
 
 3.  Bulk storage and distribution of large quantities of material, 
liquid, solid, or gaseous, intended for resale; excluding toxic, flammable or 
hazardous materials; 
 
 4c.  Corporate offices; 
 
 5d.  Publishing companies; 
 
 6e.  Warehousing; 
 
 7f.  Wholesaling; 
 
 8g.  Recreation facility conducted as a business;  (Adopted March 12, 
2002) 
 
 9h.  Child care facility;.  (Adopted March 12, 2002) 
 
 i. Brewery, distillery, or winery. 
 
3.   In addition to the aforementioned permitted uses, the following are 
permitted after the issuance of a Special Exception by the Board of 
Adjustment:  
 

a. Bulk storage and distribution of large quantities of material,  
liquid, solid, or gaseous, intended for resale;  

 
b. Self-storage facility.  

 
C4.  PROHIBITED USES 
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 1.  Industrial uses which discharge contact type process waters on 
site; contact type process water is that used in an industrial process which 
comes into direct contact with that process.  Cooling water that cools the 
work directly would be considered contact type; 
 
 2.  On site processing of hazardous or toxic materials; 
 
 3.  Storage of road salt or salted sand; 
 
 4.  Any use producing offensive or noxious fumes, continuous loud 
noise, or large amounts of smoke which may be disruptive to any adjacent 
landowner. 
 
D.  FLAMMABLE LIQUIDS.  On site storage of flammable liquids shall be 
accessory to the permitted use, and shall not exceed 10,000 gallons.  
Heating fuels and processing fuels shall be considered accessory to 
permitted use.  An approved Spill Containment System will be required 
around all storage tanks. 
 
E5.  HAZARDOUS MATERIALS.  The storage and use of hazardous 
materials necessary to the permitted use will conform to all applicable 
regulations of the pertinent Local, State and Federal agencies. (i.e. local fire 
codes, OSHA, EPA, or whatever agencies exist at the time).  Since such 
materials may pose a present or potential hazard to human health or the 
environment when improperly stored, transported, disposed of or otherwise 
used; these materials shall include without exception materials identified as 
hazardous and listed in accordance with Section 3001 of the Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976. 
 
F6.  LANDSCAPING.  Outside storage areas shall be screened from adjacent 
properties, service roads and public roads with a form of solid screening, 
such as fencing or landscaping (fencing). 
 
G.  PARKING.  Two nine (9) feet by eighteen (18) feet spaces per one 
thousand (1000) square feet of floor area are required.  Fire lanes required 
by the Fire Department may not be included in calculating parking area.  
(Amended March 14, 2000) 
 
H7.  BUILDINGS 
 
 1a.  Height – Maximum of forty five (45) feet. 
 
 2b.  The front setback requirement is 50 feet from the front property 
line and 20 feet from the side and rear property lines.  (Amended March 11, 
2008) 
 
 3.  Minimum square footage – two thousand (2000) sq. ft. 
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I8.  LOT SIZE 
 
 1a.  Minimum area – Two (2) acre. 
 
 2b.  Minimum width – At building line two hundredone hundred and 
fifty (150200) feet. 
 
 3c.  Minimum frontage – two hundredone hundred and fifty (150200) 
feet. 
 
 4d.  Maximum percentage of lot occupied by structures – 50%. 
 
 5e.  Maximum percentage of lot covered by impermeable materials 
including structures – 80%. 
 
 6f.  A minimum of 20% of the Industrial Park Districtlot is to be left 
vegetated and undeveloped.  Setback, buffer zones, wetlands, and areas 
required for storm water detention may be included in the 20%. 
 
J9.  PAVED SURFACES 
 
 1.  Minimum front, side and rear setback – twenty five (25) feet from 
public road or service road,; excluding access, and fifty (50) feet from any 
abutting residential district. 
 
K10.  DRAINAGE 
 
 1.  The drainage design for construction within the District shall be 
such that no net increase in volume or velocity of surface water leaving the 
District lot will be allowed.  This may be accompanied either by a common 
runoff detention system for the Districtmultiple lots or by individual systems 
for each lot. 
 
 2.  Because the provisions of paragraph K.1. above may create a 
series of manmade wetlands in the district, the setback from wetlands for 
septic systems will adhere to State standard within the District.   
 
L.  ACCESS 
 
For the purpose of this district, common driveways and service roads 
connecting to Rte. 12 will be encouraged and may be required.  Each lot 
shall have frontage on a town approved internal service road, connecting to 
Rte. 12 and/or Rte. 32. 
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Memorandum – Office of Planning & Economic Development 

TO:  Planning Board 
FROM: Matthew Bachler, Director of Planning & Economic Development 
DATE:  September 2, 2021 
RE:  Master Plan Update - Review of Draft Community Facilities and Historic & 

Recreational Resources Chapters 
 
Background:  

The Planning Board is currently working on an update to the Town’s Master Plan. At the 
September 9th meeting, I would like to review the draft Community Facilities and the Historic & 
Recreational Resources chapters with the Board and get feedback and recommendations. The 
draft chapters are provided as an attachment. 
 
To date, the Planning Board has reviewed the Population & Housing, Transportation, Economic 
Development, Natural Resources, and Implementation chapters for the Master Plan. I am 
continuing to work on the Land Use chapter, and hope to have these ready for the Planning 
Board to review in the next 1 – 2 months. After reviewing these final chapters, I would combine 
all of the chapters we’ve reviewed into a final draft of the complete Master Plan. A public 
hearing would be required before final adoption of the plan by the Board.  
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Community Facilities  
 
The community facilities chapter of the Master Plan provides an inventory of municipal 
buildings, properties, facilities, and equipment that serve the public and recommendations for 
their improvement. A map on the following page provides a visual illustration of each type of 
facility and its location in town. In addition to municipal facilities, this chapter addresses the 
public utilities that support residents and businesses, such as water, wastewater, electrical, and 
broadband, and which may be provided by private entities. Much of the information included in 
this chapter is drawn from the Swanzey Municipal Study completed by Scully Architects in 
2014. 
 
The following is a summary of the services provided by the Town:  

• Public safety services in the form of police, fire, ambulance, and emergency management 
• Maintenance of roads, bridges, dams, and cemeteries 
• Operation of wastewater systems and treatment plan in West Swanzey  
• Operation of the recycling center and transfer station 
• Administrative services including licensing, tax collection, assessing, social services, and 

development permitting 
 
The Town also owns and maintains several historical resources as well as several recreational 
facilities such as beaches, athletic fields, and trailheads. These facilities are discussed in more 
detail in the Historical and Recreational Resources section of the Master Plan. 
 
The Town has an established collaborative planning process between the Capital Improvement 
Program Committee (CIPC), Department Heads, and the Board of Selectmen to help determine 
what improvements and purchases are needed and when they should be undertaken.  The CIPC is 
appointed by the Board of Selectmen and is responsible each year for preparing a 6-year program 
of municipal capital improvement projects. Department heads submit annual recommendations 
to the committee on facility improvements and vehicle and equipment acquisition for the 
upcoming years. The committee compiles this information and makes a recommendation to the 
Board of Selectmen on when projects should be completed and how they should be financed.  
 
As is the case with all communities, Swanzey must balance the need to provide services and 
facilities to support the safety and well-being of the pubic while managing the associated costs. 
The community survey completed for the Master Plan included a question asking residents what 
they like least about the town and would like to see changed. Approximately 20% of respondents 
indicated that “inadequate town facilities and services” was one of their primary concerns. While 
the survey did not specify which facilities and services are under-provided, the town will 
continue to work to provide improved facilities and services to meet the current and future needs 
of residents and businesses.  
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Community Facilities  
 
Town Hall Facility 
Swanzey Town Hall is located on Old Homestead Highway in Swanzey Center adjacent to the 
Monadnock School District campus and the Mount Caesar Union Library. The Town Hall was 
built in 1914 on the same site as the original 1796 meeting house. The first floor of the building 
is occupied by government offices, including administration, tax collection, assessing, finance, 
planning and economic development, human resources and social service, as well as the Town 
Clerk’s office. The Swanzey Fire Station #2 is located on the lower level of the Town Hall 
building.  
 

[Town Hall Photo] 
 
The existing governmental offices occupy only approximately 3,750 square feet of the building 
and the footprint is limited in relation to the existing workload and space needs for municipal 
staff. In addition to these functional limitations, the 2014 Scully Architects report noted several 
code and structural issues in the building. The report indicates that if Town Hall were to remain 
in the existing building, it would need to triple its floor area based on a needs assessment 
analysis. This would require at a minimum the government offices take over the basement level 
where the Fire Station is currently located and would require roof structure improvements.  
 
Fire Department  
The Swanzey Fire Department consists of two full-time employees, the Fire Chief and Fire 
Inspector/Captain, and two part-time employees, the Deputy Chief and EMS Coordinator. In 
addition, the department has roughly 35 active and trained call firefighters, EMTs, and 
paramedics. The Fire Department maintains three active stations in the community, located in the 
villages of East Swanzey on South Road (Station #1), Swanzey Center on Old Homestead 
Highway (Station #2), and West Swanzey on Main Street (Station #3). The Fire Department’s 
administrative offices are currently located in Station #3 in West Swanzey.  
 

[Fire Station Photo] 
 
In addition to providing fire protection to the Town, the Swanzey Fire Department is a member 
of the Southwestern New Hampshire Fire District Mutual Aid, which is comprised of 70 member 
towns. The Mutual Aid system serves as a dispatch center for police, fire and ambulance services 
for the member towns. 
 
The Town is currently working on a proposal to replace Station #2, located in the lower level of 
Town Hall, with a new modern station. The current station is undersized and does not meet 
health and life safety code requirements. Modern fire trucks barely fit through the doors, under 
the ceiling, and between the columns in the truck bays. The firefighters’ lockers and gear are in 
the truck bays with the diesel exhaust from the trucks. The diesel fumes from the trucks also go 
upstairs into the Town Hall where employees and members of the public are doing business. In 
addition to Station #2, the stations in East Swanzey and West Swanzey also need to have 
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upgrades for Emergency Medical Services (EMS) supply decontamination and to address other 
building code issues.  
 
The new Station #2 would be located in the north central area of town to improve response times 
to the largest call area in Swanzey (North Swanzey). Over the last several years, the community 
has developed a preliminary design and cost estimates for a fire station on Town-owned property 
further north on Old Homestead Highway and adjacent to the Keene Dillant-Hopkins Airport and 
the Town will continue to pursue the plans for this site.  
 
The Town has also identified improvements that are needed for Station #3 in West Swanzey. 
These include installing a fire suppression system and providing a second means of egress from 
the second story where administrative offices are located. Both Station #3 and Station #1 in East 
Swanzey also need to be upgraded to include exhaust treatment systems so that the fumes from 
vehicles parked in the stations do not have an adverse impact on the health of firefighters.  
 
The Town has arranged through a capital reserve fund to replace equipment for the Fire 
Department on a regular basis as recommended by the Fire Chief and the Capital Improvement 
Plan Committee. The Fire Department currently maintains the following equipment as shown in 
the table below:  
 

Equipment Station 
2008 Pierce Sabre Engine  

2000 International Heavy Rescue  
2001 Pierce Arrow Engine  

2010 Mack Tanker  
2000 American LaFrance Ladder Truck West Swanzey 

2019 Freightliner Commercial Chassis Engine  
Ambulance West Swanzey 

Yukon Rescue #1  
Yukon Rescue #2  

[To be Completed] 
 

Over the last three years, the Fire Department has seen an average of 1,000 calls for service per 
year. The highest number of service calls have been for rescue and emergency medical service 
incidents at approximately 70 – 80 percent of the total calls annually.  
 
Currently, there are two separate fire hydrant systems in Swanzey operated by the West Swanzey 
Water Company and by the North Swanzey Water & Fire Precinct. It is important that the Town 
of Swanzey continue to work cooperatively with the West Swanzey Water Company and the 
North Swanzey Water & Fire Precinct regarding the use and maintenance of these systems.  
  
The Fire Department operates a Rescue Squad, providing medical first response. A rescue 
vehicle is based in each of the East and West Swanzey Fire Stations.  If transport is needed to the 
hospital in Keene, ambulance service is provided by the DiLuzio Ambulance Service, under a 
contractual agreement with the Town. The Fire Department acquired a used ambulance in 2020, 



______________________________________________________________________________ 
Swanzey Master Plan – Community Facilities Chapter (DRAFT) 8/27/21 

 
Page 6 of 12 

which has allowed the Town to offer back up transport service if DiLuzio is not able to respond 
to a call.  
 
Police Department 
The Swanzey Police Department is a full service, community oriented agency. The mission 
statement for the department is to strive to improve the quality of life for all, by upholding laws, 
protecting lives and property, and providing a safe and secure environment. Presently there are 
12 police officers and 2 full time Secretary-Dispatchers, which makes the Swaney Police 
Department one of the largest in Cheshire County.  
 

[Police Station Photo] 
 
The Swanzey Police Station is located on Eaton Road in Swanzey Center. The station includes a 
lobby, dispatch center, booking room, training room, sallyport and individual offices. The station 
was recently renovated in 2017 to provide additional interior spaces for improved functionality. 
The Capital Improvement Plan includes additional minor repair work on the station for 2024. No 
major renovation are currently planned for the station.  
 
The Police Department usually plans to purchase one police cruiser every year for fleet 
maintenance. Cruisers are used for a period of three years before being replaced. The Police 
Department’s fleet includes 7 Ford Explorers used for patrol, details, and investigation, and one 
unmarked car.  
 
Emergency Management 
The Town’s emergency management organization consists of the Board of Selectmen, 
Emergency Management Director, Fire Department, Police Department, Health Department, and 
Public Works Department. The Town completed an update to its Local Emergency Operations 
Plan in 2021. The purpose of this plan is to provide direction on how the emergency organization 
should respond to natural or man-made emergencies. 
 
An update to the Town Hazard Mitigation Plan (2016) is currently under way and will be 
completed in 2021. The purpose of the Hazard Mitigation Plan is to reduce long-term risk to 
human lives and property from natural hazards through implementing mitigation measures. 
Communities with adopted plan are eligible for federal funding through various federal 
assistance programs.  
 
Public Works Department 
The Public Works Department is located on Pine Street in West Swanzey across from the 
Swanzey Recycling Center. It employs a staff of eight full time and three seasonal workers. The 
full time staff maintains approximately 110 miles of roadway. In addition to maintaining 
roadways, the department is responsible for the maintenance of the Town’s five dams, four 
covered bridges, and sidewalks in West Swanzey and Swanzey Center. In the summer months, 
the three seasonal workers provide maintenance of the Lane ball fields in East Swanzey, Brown 
Field in West Swanzey, Richardson Park on Swanzey Lake, West Swanzey AA Memorial Park, 
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and the Town’s six cemeteries. Additional information on the Town’s roads and sidewalks can 
be found in the Transportation Chapter.  
 
The department’s equipment inventory consists of seven dump trucks with sanders and plows, 
two 1-ton pickups with plows, a grader, loader, wood chipper, backhoe, one ½ ton pickup, two 
sidewalk plows and other miscellaneous equipment. Money is set aside yearly from the 
department’s budget for equipment maintenance as needed. Larger equipment purchases are 
budgeted for through the Capital Improvement Plan.  
 
The Public Works building is significantly constrained for space. The facility inventory 
completed by Scully Architects determined the department’s facility needs are approximately 
13,500 square feet in size and the current facility is only 4,900 square feet. Specifically, the 
department needs covered garage space for 20 vehicles and the current facility only has 7 
covered garage bays. In addition, there is insufficient office space and area for break room, 
restroom, and storage uses.  
 
One unanswered question is whether the Public Works Department will eventually take over the 
existing water and sewer systems in Town. This would potentially affect future facility and 
staffing needs.  
 
Solid Waste and Recycling 
Swanzey operates a Transfer Station and Recycling Center on the site of its former landfill in 
West Swanzey on Pine Street. The facility is for Swanzey residential and business drop-off and 
is funded by income and town appropriations. The department has been working on a significant 
facility improvement plan that would include adding drive-through drop off lanes and improving 
the office, breakroom, and restroom facilities. These improvements are scheduled to be 
completed in 2022. Planning for the future of recycling and solid waste services, the Town will 
continue to monitor changes in demands and prices in the recycling market, increasing costs, and 
increasing and evolving environmental and disposal legislation.  
 
Town Libraries 
The Stratton Free Library is located in West Swanzey on Main Street and the Mt. Caesar Union 
Library is located on Old Homestead Highway adjacent to Town Hall. Both libraries are 
administered by a Board of Trustees. One member of each Board is elected by Town residents 
and the other members are appointed by the Boards themselves. Both libraries receive 
operational funding from the Town. Stratton Free and Mt. Caesar Union Libraries offer programs 
such as reading, story hours, and inter-library loan programs, and both facilities are well 
patronized. 
 
Carpenter Home 
For many years, the Town operated an assisted living home known as the Carpenter Home at the 
historic Carpenter property located in Swanzey Center on Simineau Lane across from Town 
Hall. This facility provided high quality residential care services (assisted living) to its residents. 
In 2019, the Board of Selectmen voted to close the elderly care facility due to staffing shortages, 
difficulty keeping the home full of residents, and increased State licensing oversight and 
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requirements. The Town is currently evaluating options for future uses for the Carpenter Home 
facility.  
 
Monadnock Regional School District 
The Town of Swanzey is a member of the Monadnock Regional School District (MRSD), along 
the communities of Fitzwilliam, Gilsum, Richmond, Roxbury, and Troy. MRSD facilities in 
Swanzey include the SAU 38 Administrative Center, Wilcox Building, the regional Middle 
School/High School, and two elementary schools. The Monadnock School District is a major 
employer in the Town, and has a large impact on daily traffic in Swanzey Center. 
 
The three schools in Swanzey are Mt. Caesar Elementary School (pre-kindergarten, kindergarten, 
grades 1-3), Monadnock Regional Middle/High School (grades 7-12), and Cutler Elementary 
School (grades 4-6) in West Swanzey. Mt. Caesar Elementary and the Middle/High School, 
along with two administration buildings are situated on Old Homestead Highway in Swanzey 
Center on approximately 100 acres of land.   
 
In 2020, the Monadnock Regional School Board voted to move forward with a plan to 
consolidate the two elementary schools in Swanzey into one and renovate the district’s three 
other elementary schools. Cutler Elementary in West Swanzey will be closing and students from 
this school would attend Mr. Caesar Elementary, which would receive an addition for the 
additional students. Voters in 2021 approved a warrant article to raise funds for engineering and 
design work on the consolidation plan. It is anticipated a bond issue for the consolidation plan 
will go before voters in 2023.  
 
Other Agencies Working with the Town 
Swanzey works with many regional, non-profit, and quasi-governmental agencies such as Home 
Health Care and Community Services (HCS), Southwestern Regional Planning Commission 
(SWRPC), Southwestern Community Services (SCS), and New Hampshire Municipal 
Association (NHMA) in such areas as health care, community planning, and affordable housing. 
The Town should continue to work with and support all outside agencies in the many areas that 
can benefit Swanzey residents and increase the effectiveness of Town government. 
 
Public Utilities 
 
Water Supply 
Swanzey is fortunate to have highly productive aquifers that supplies clean drinking water to 
residents and businesses. Approximately two-thirds of Swanzey residents rely on private wells. 
Protecting the Town’s groundwater resources is critical to ensure continued access to clean and 
safe drinking water.   
 
The West Swanzey Water Company is a private company that provides water service to residents 
and businesses in the Village of West Swanzey. The water company was originally set up to 
support the Homestead Woolen Mill. The West Swanzey Water Company runs three wells on the 
west side of Route 10 to support the system.  
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The North Swanzey Water & Fire Precinct was established in 1936 and provides water service to 
properties in North Swanzey and along Matthews Road. The Precinct operates under RSA 52 as 
a Village District and properties within the district boundaries area are taxed at a slightly higher 
rate than other properties in town to support the Precinct operations. Its boundary lines are 
determined by the Selectmen.   
 
While the West Swanzey Water Company and the North Swanzey Water & Fire Precinct 
function independently from the municipal government, the Town works collaboratively with 
these entities in a number of areas. The Town should continue to work with these entities and 
develop long-term plans for possible municipal control of these water systems in the event they 
are transferred to the Town.  
  
Wastewater Treatment 
The majority of the homes and businesses in Swanzey are serviced by individual septic systems.  
The Town has three separate wastewater systems that are overseen by the Sewer Commission, 
which is comprised of three elected members. The Sewer Commission oversees a full-time plant 
operated for the West Swanzey wastewater system, a part-time backup operator, and a part-time 
administrative assistant.  
 
The village of West Swanzey is serviced by an aerated lagoon treatment plant with a design 
capacity of 160,000 gallons per day. Current flows are in the range of 60,000 to 70,000 gallons 
per day. A major upgrade to the West Swanzey plant was completed in 2001 that increased the 
plant’s capacity. Based on current flows and the capacity of the treatment plant, no major 
improvements are anticipated at this time. However, new requirements from the New Hampshire 
Department of Environmental Services on phosphorous levels within the treatment system may 
limit the plant’s capacity going forward. The plant is operated by one full-time employee.  
 
North Swanzey is serviced by a collection system and two pump stations. Wastewater in North 
Swanzey is pumped to the Keene Wastewater Treatment Plant, located on the Dillant-Hopkins 
Airport property. Swanzey owns 4.7 percent of the capacity of the Keene Plant, for a capacity of 
280,000 gallons per day. Currently, the amount of wastewater sent to the Keene Plant is 
significantly below this total capacity.  
 
The final system is a pass-through system that connects to the Keene collection system. The 
pass-through customers include Market Basket supermarket, Winchester Woods Apartments, and 
residential and commercial customers on Matthews Road and Greenwood Avenue.  
 
One of the main goals of maintaining adequate sewage treatment facilities is to protect the 
aquifers that exist under much of Swanzey and to avoid pollution of the community’s ponds, 
lakes and rivers. The Town should look to continue to expand the collection system in West 
Swanzey to take advantage of the excess capacity in the treatment plant. The Town should also 
continue to expand the system in North Swanzey that is connected to the Keene wastewater 
treatment facility.  
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Electricity  
The main electricity supplier for the Town is Eversource, which was formerly Public Service of 
New Hampshire (PSNH). Three-phase power service is currently available in the following 
select areas in Swanzey:  

• Route 10 From Keene city line to Tire Warehouse near Kempton Road  
• California Street to Pond View Road 
• West Street to Ford Road 
• Pine Street/Railroad Street/Main Street/Prospect Street/ Spring Street  
• Swanzey Street/South Winchester Street/Denman Thompson/Cobble Hill (to Route 10) 
• Summer Street/Holbrook Ave 
• Eaton Road (starting at Kendal Lane) 
• Safford Drive 
• Old Homestead Highway from Keene city line to Blake Road 
• Carlton Road/Webber Hill/Flat Roof Mill Road 
• Route 12 from Keene city line to Webb Depot Road 
• Birch Road 
• Lake Street 
• Swanzey Factory to Depot Road 
• Keene Dillant-Hopkins Airport and Keene Wastewater Treatment Plant 

 
In 2019, the State legislature passed a law that set up a process for municipalities to establish 
Community Power programs. Community Power refers to aggregation programs where a 
municipality purchases electricity on behalf of all residential and business customers. Eversource 
continues to supply electricity and manage billing. One of the benefits of Community Power can 
be a reduction in utility costs because the town is pooling all customers for more competitive 
pricing. Other benefits include more local control over the source of electricity and the ability to 
increase the amount of electricity coming from alternative energy sources. It is recommended 
that Swanzey consider adopting a Community Power Plan as a way to reduce energy costs for 
customers and to increase the percentage of electricity used by the community sourced from 
alternative energy sources.  
 
In March 2021, the Board of Selectmen approved the creation of a Community Power 
Committee responsible for reviewing different options, drafting a Community Power plan, and 
soliciting public input on the community’s vision and goals. The Community Power plan would 
need to be approved by voters at a future Town Meeting before being implemented.  
 
Over recent years, the Town has seen an increase in interest from residents and businesses in 
installing roof-mounted or ground-mounted solar arrays. In 2019, voters approved a warrant 
article adopting the provisions in RSA 72:61-64, which provide for a property tax exemption 
from a property’s assessed value for solar energy systems that are intended for use at the site. 
The Town should continue to support policies and regulations that encourage investment in 
alternative energy systems by residents and businesses.  
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Telecommunications Facilities 
Federal law regulates the placement of cellular towers in Swanzey. The Telecommunications Act 
of 1996 preserved state and local regulatory authority for the placement, construction, or 
modification of wireless facilities. The Town’s Zoning Ordinance regulates the siting of 
telecommunications facilities and the Planning Board has their own site plan review regulations 
specifically dealing with these facilities. The Town encourages new telecommunications 
facilities to be located on existing facilities, whenever possible and practicable. The purpose of 
the Town’s regulations are to:  

• Preserve the authority of the Town to regulate and provide for reasonable opportunity for 
the siting of telecommunications facilities.  

• Enhance the ability of providers of telecommunications services to provide such services 
to the community effectively and efficiently. 

• Reduce the adverse impacts such facilities may create on, including, but not limited to:  
aesthetics, environmentally sensitive areas, historically significant locations, health and 
safety by injurious accidents to person and property, and diminution of property values.   

 
For the community survey question asking residents what they like least about the town and 
would like to see changed, approximately 42% of respondents indicated that inadequate cell 
phone coverage was one of their primary concerns. This finding points to the need to support 
improved cellular facilities in the community while still maintaining regulations that prevent 
adverse impacts. As cellular technology continues to evolve, the Town and Planning Board 
should review their regulations to ensure the regulations are being updated as needed.  
 
Broadband 
Internet service is currently provided primarily by Consolidated Communications, Spectrum 
(Charter), WiValley, and HughesNet. There are other providers as well, but these include 
satellite and cellular companies that have significant download cap limitations. The Town 
currently has uneven broadband access availability and speeds, especially for customers in more 
remote areas of the community. An unserved location is defined as not having access to at least 
25 Mbps download/3 Mbps upload speeds.  
 
The Town has identified improving broadband coverage as a priority for the community to 
support residents and for economic development purposes. Approximately 28% of the 
community survey respondents said that inadequate internet service was one of their primary 
concerns. In 2020, the Town successfully nominated a community-wide broadband improvement 
project to be included in the Southwest New Hampshire Comprehensive Economic Development 
Strategy (CEDS. The CEDS is developed and approved by the Southwest Region Planning 
Commission. The inclusion of a priority project in the CEDS can be a requirement for certain 
federal grant programs.  
 
Implementation Plan 
 
For the complete implementation plan for the Community Facilities Chapter, refer to the 
Implementation Chapter of the Master Plan. The Implementation Chapter includes timeline, 
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responsible parties, and funding mechanisms in addition to the Goals, Objections, and Actions 
identified below.  
 
Goal: Provide community facilities and public utilities that adequately support the needs of 
current and future residents and businesses  
 

• Objective #1: Maintain and upgrade Town facilities and equipment to adequately serve 
the needs of the public 
o Action 1: Relocate Fire Station #2 from the first floor of Town Hall to a new, modern 

facility in north/central Swanzey.  
o Action 2: Complete improvements to Town Hall to increase the amount of space for 

governmental offices, improve layout, and address Building Code issues.  
o Action 3: Position the Carpenter Home to be a community-centered facility. 
o Action 4: Complete improvements to the Public Works facility to address space needs 

for equipment and vehicle storage and improve administrative office layout.  
o Action 5: Complete upgrades to the Recycling Center to improve site operations and 

employee work space.  
o Action 6: Support capital reserve funds and other financing mechanisms for the 

regular updates to Town facilities, equipment, and vehicles to address operational 
needs and safety.  

o Action 7: Pursue grant opportunities to help support the maintenance and 
improvement of Town facilities and equipment and defray costs.  

 
• Objective #2: Maintain and upgrade public and private utilities to adequately serve the 

needs of the public 
o Action 1: Develop a plan for the expansion of the wastewater system in West 

Swanzey and North Swanzey to support future development.  
o Action 2: Develop long-term plans for possible municipal control of the West 

Swanzey Water Company and the North Swanzey Water and Fire Precinct.  
o Action 3: Partner with the North Swanzey Water and Fire Precinct on the expansion 

of water lines to support future development in North Swanzey.  
o Action 4: Review and update the Town’s regulations on telecommunication facilities 

based on changes in cellular technology to ensure the Town is supporting improved 
cellular coverage while maintaining regulations that prevent adverse impacts.  

o Action 5: Partner with broadband providers to improve broadband services in Town.  
o Action 6: Support efforts to increase the use of roof-mounted and ground-mounted 

solar arrays and other alternative energy systems for residential and commercial 
properties.  
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Historic and Recreational Resources 

This chapter addresses the Town’s historic and recreational resources, both of which play a 
significant role in helping to define the community. Residents ranked “rural character” and 
“small town atmosphere” as two of the top reasons why they chose to live in Swanzey and 
preserving the Town’s history is important for maintaining the community’s character. 
Heightened awareness and appreciation of the history of Swanzey helps efforts to preserve 
historic structures and neighborhoods along with working rural landscapes.  

Along with rural character, the environment also ranked within the top choices of why residents 
have chosen to live in Swanzey. The community survey showed that residents take advantage of 
and appreciate the many recreational opportunities associated with local natural resources, 
including hiking, canoeing, kayaking, and fishing. The Master Plan includes a separate chapter 
devoted to protecting natural resources and this chapter addresses the recreational activities 
associated with these natural areas in town.  

Historical Resources 
The Town of Swanzey was settled in the 1730s at the same time the City of Keene was originally 
laid out. Swanzey was not officially chartered until 1753. At that time, Swanzey was known as 
Lower Ashuelot and Keene was called Upper Ashuelot. Prior to European settlement in the 
Colonial era, the Abenaki people lived in the region for thousands of years and evidence from 
indigenous settlements have been found in Swanzey along the Ashuelot River.   

The original town center was sited in what is today known as Swanzey Center, taking advantage 
of the Ashuelot River valley and associated farmland. By the end of the 18th century the town’s 
population had grown to roughly 1,200. Swanzey Center continued to be the hub for government 
and religious activities into the 19th and 20th centuries, but the villages of West Swanzey and East 
Swanzey saw more population growth during this time as a result of industries being developed 
on the Ashuelot River and the South Branch Ashuelot River.  

Manufacturing saw significant grown in particular in the village of West Swanzey beginning in 
the 1850s with the arrival of the Ashuelot Railroad. The railroad corridor helped attract other 
industrial activities that did not have to rely on the water power provided by the Ashuelot River. 
By the 1880s, West Swanzey was home to a woolen mill, two wooden box companies, two 
companies manufacturing buckets and pails, and a grist mill. Many of the historic residences and 
civic and religious buildings in West Swanzey were built during this era. Evidence of historic 
manufacturing activities and associated housing built during this era can still be seen in the 
villages of East Swanzey and North Swanzey as well.  

The following is a summary of some of the more prominent historic buildings, landmarks, and 
districts in the Town of Swanzey:  

Whitcomb Hall  
Whitcomb Hall is a 1916 Greek Revival-style building located on Main Street in West Swanzey 
that was built by local mill owner, George Whitcomb. For over 70 years, the building hosted 
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many community activities, such as community suppers, union meetings, voting, and school 
plays. In 1988, Whitcomb Hall was closed due to building and fire code violations. In 2013, 
concerned residents initiated the “Rebuild a Hall” campaign to rehabilitate the structure and 
completed Phase 1 in 2016. The first phase included opening the first floor of the building for 
public use and completing kitchen and restroom upgrades. The Town was awarded a grant 
through the New Hampshire Land and Community Heritage Investment Program (LCHIP) to 
restore the second floor of the building in 2018. The second floor of the building includes a large 
hall, stage, and balcony. In 2020, the second floor was open to public use. Today, Whitcomb 
Hall is used by the Town for public meetings and is also rented out for private events.  
 

[Whitcomb Hall Photo] 
 
Golden Rod Grange Hall 
The Golden Rod Grange Hall, built in 1916, is one of a group of historic buildings that date from 
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries and make up the village of Swanzey Center. The 
Grange building is a rectangular, two-story building with clapboarded siding and a gable roof. 
The interior of the building included features commonly associated with Grange activities: a 
lodge room with a stage for presentations; a dining hall; and a kitchen. During the twentieth 
century, the building played an important role in supporting the local agricultural community and 
hosted agricultural fairs, Sunday Socials, church meetings, and the Old Homestead suppers, 
which fed 10,000 people through the years including 29 New Hampshire Governors.  

 
[Grange Hall Photo] 

 
In 1992, the Swanzey Preservation Society was formed to work on the preservation of the 
Grange and to foster a broader appreciation of the history and heritage of the Town. A number of 
improvements were made to the building beginning in the mid-1990s, including foundation 
improvements, construction of an addition to provide an entrance, electrical updates, and 
replacing the building roof. In 2020, the Town had a Historic Building Assessment completed 
that looked at existing conditions and recommendations for rehabilitation. The Town is currently 
reviewing the report and determining next steps for the use of the Grange Hall.  
 
West Swanzey Historic District  
Whitcomb Hall anchors the larger West Swanzey Historic District. Other prominent civic 
historical buildings in this area include the Stratton Free Library on Main Street and the 
Stratton/Cutler School on South Winchester Street. There are also a number of notable historic 
residential properties such as Stratton Family residences at 12, 18, 27, and 33 Main Street, the H. 
Denman Thompson House at 45 Homestead Avenue, and the Orramon Snow house at 24 
Railroad Street. Many of these historic residential homes have been preserved and maintained 
and greatly add to the rich character of West Swanzey.  
 

[West Swanzey Photo] 
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Swanzey Civic Historic District 
The Golden Rod Grange Hall is one of several buildings that make up the Swanzey Civic 
Historic District. All of the buildings are grouped around the historic intersection of Sawyers 
Crossing Road and Old Homestead Highway. In addition to the Grange, the other properties that 
make up the district include: Mt. Caesar Elementary School, Monadnock Regional Middle-High 
School, the Wilcox School, the administrative office building of the Monadnock Regional 
School District, Mount Caesar Union Library, Mount Caesar Cemetery, Town Hall, the 
Carpenter Home, and the Potash Bowl. Further south and north of the district are several 
prominent historic residences that help define a broader Swanzey Center Historic District.  
 

[Swanzey Center Photo] 
 
Covered Bridges 
There are four covered bridges located in the community: Carleton Covered Bridge in East 
Swanzey, Cresson Covered Bridge in Swanzey Center, Slate Covered Bridge in Westport, and 
Thompson Covered Bridge in West Swanzey. All four bridged are listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places.  
 
Swanzey Historical Museum 
The Swanzey Historical Museum originated with an interest to salvage and preserve a horse-
drawn, steam-powered fire pumper, which served Swanzey in the early part of the 20th century. 
A fund-raising effort in the 1980s generated support to build a free-standing museum building on 
Route 10 to accommodate the restored fire pumper and many other Swanzey artifacts and 
documents. The Historical Museum maintains an accessible schedule during three seasons of the 
year, staffed entirely by volunteers. The goal of the Museum is the preservation of the primary 
materials of Swanzey history.  
 
Swanzey Old Home Day 
Old Home Day is an annual celebration of Swanzey’s history and traditions that is held in 
Swanzey Center in July. The Town has created an Old Home Day Committee that helps organize 
this event each year.  
 
Recreational Resources  
The Town’s recreational resources include facilities, open spaces, and natural areas. These 
amenities support active and passive recreational opportunities for community members. In 
addition, the Town provides recreational program activities for all ages. The following is a 
summary of municipal recreational facilities:  
 
Richardson Park 
Richardson Park is located on the east shore of Swanzey Lake and includes a public beach and 
recreational building. The public beach is limited to Swanzey residents only. The recreational 
building includes restroom facilities and a snack bar. During the summer months, the building is 
used for a Town-run youth camp. The building is in need of extensive renovations, including 
new restrooms and the Town is currently in the process of having upgrades completed. The 
building has excellent potential to be used for additional activities, such as meetings, workshops 
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community events, and social gatherings. The Town should continue to budget for improvements 
for this facility in the capital improvements program.  
 

[Richardson Park Photo] 
 
Wilson Pond Beach 
The Town maintains a public beach and boat launch on the southwestern shore of Wilson Pond 
off of Old Homestead Highway. The site includes a parking area, but no additional facilities. In 
addition to boating and swimming, the site is also used for fishing during the summer months 
and is an access point for ice fishing in the winter.  
 
Lane Field  
Lane Field is located on South Road in East Swanzey. The athletic fields are comprised of 
approximately 10 acres. The facility includes several baseball diamonds, playground equipment, 
and a pavilion. The Town currently partners with the Cal Ripken Baseball League for the use of 
the field during the summer season.  
 
Brown Field 
Brown Field is located in West Swanzey off of Route 10 and is adjacent to Cutler Elementary 
School and the Swanzey Historical Museum. The athletic field is approximately 9 acres in size 
and includes two softball diamonds and a food concession stand. In the past, the Town has set up 
a temporary ice rink in the parking lot at the site. The concession stand is currently unused 
because of several Building Code issues that need to be addressed.  
 
West Swanzey AA Memorial Park 
The AA Memorial Park is located in the village of West Swanzey on the west side of the 
Ashuelot River immediately north of the Thompson Covered Bridge. The Town acquired the 
property in 2014 and removed an existing building to create a recreational area. Current park 
amenities include a gazebo, benches, and grilling area. There is also a stairway that provides 
access to the river, but which is in need of repair.  
 
In 2020, the Town was awarded a grant from the Land and Water Conservation Fund to 
complete improvements to the park, which will include a community pavilion, improved public 
access to the river for boat launching, and a half basketball court. The Town has contracted with 
an engineering firm to design the improvements and the project is anticipated to be constructed 
in 2021. There are additional improvements the Town may wish to consider for the park in the 
future, including the possible acquisition of additional land along the riverbank to the north in 
order to expand the size of the park.  
 
Monadock Regional School District Facilities   
The Monadnock Regional School District facilities include recreational amenities available for 
public use. These include playgrounds, athletic fields, tennis courts, and a track at the Regional 
High-Middle School.  
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Open Space and Natural Areas 
There are numerous open space and natural areas in Swanzey that provide opportunities for 
hiking, running, skiing, snowshoeing, boating, hunting, fishing, and other activities. These 
include areas that are owned and maintained by the Town and private lands that are accessible to 
the public with easements. The following is a summary of open space and natural areas in 
Swanzey that offer recreational opportunities for the public:  
 

• Lakes and Ponds  
o Swanzey Lake: Richardson Park; public boat launch on south side of lake  
o Wilson Pond: public beach and boat launch on southwestern shore of pond  

 

• River and Streams 
o Ashuelot River: public boat launches at Cresson Bridge, West Swanzey AA 

Memorial Park, and off Route 10 at Winchester Town line 
o South Branch Ashuelot River  

 
• Open Space and Conservation Land  

o Mt. Caesar: 220-acre Town-owned property with several hiking trails located off of 
Old Homestead Highway 

o Carrol’s Hill: 61-acre private property with a conservation easement allowing for 
public access (Monadnock Conservancy). Property is located on Westbook Court and 
includes a 1-mile trail to a scenic overlook.  

o Mt. Cresson: 142-acre Town Forest land located off of Matthews Road. Property 
includes a 1.25 mile loop trail to the summit.  

o Muster Field property: 13-acre Town-owned property with frontage along the 
Ashuelot River and accessed from Pine Street. 

o Dickinson Memorial Forest: 70-acre parcel located adjacent to the Muster Field 
property and managed by the Society for the protection of New Hampshire Forests. 
Property is open to the public, but has limited access.  

o Horatio Colony Nature Preserve: This preserve is primarily located in Keene, but 
includes approximately 300 acres in Swanzey. The preserve can be accessed off 
Daniels Hills Road in Keene and by foot at the end of Forest Road in Swanzey.   

o Honey Hill: Private property with easement allowing public access. The property 
includes a loop trail to the summit. Property is accessed off Old Homestead Highway.  

o Hewes Hill: Private property with easement allowing public access. The property 
includes a trail to a 40-ton boulder known as “Tippin Rock.” Property is accessed off 
Warmac Road.  

o Belding Meadow (Monadnock Conservancy easement) 
o Ashuelot and Cheshire Rail Trails  
o Gordon and Persis Brown Forest (easement) 

  
Recreational Programming  
Swanzey residents benefit from community recreation programming provided by part-time staff 
and volunteers. Most activities have been held in the summer months and are focused on 
children.  The Town currently offers the following programs: 

• Youth summer day camp at Richardson Park 
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• Soccer league  
• Basketball  
• Kickball  
• Seasonal community events  

  
The Town would benefit from providing more programming and facilities that are accessible to 
all age groups. Most of the programming offered currently serves Swanzey children. As noted in 
the Population & Housing Chapter, Swanzey’s population is ageing and there is a need to offer 
more programs that encourage physical activity and social interaction for the elderly population. 
Swanzey benefits from being in a region with a wealth of local non-profit organizations that it 
could partner with to provide this type of programming as well.  
 
Recreation Advisory Committee 
The Recreation Advisory Committee is charged with researching, advising, and making 
recommendations to the Board of Selectmen on the future of the Recreation Department (all final 
decision making authority shall be retained by the Board of Selectmen), including the following:  

 

• Serve as a sounding board, advisory panel and volunteers for the Recreation Director. 
• Recommend the utilization of all Town recreation property. 
• Assist in formulating a Town recreation master plan. 
• Assist in providing recreation programs for the citizens of Swanzey. 
• Assist in the preparation of the Recreation Department operating budget and capital 

improvement budget requests. 
• Recommend the acquisition and development of recreation property facilities, and 

equipment. 
• Cooperate with private groups and public officials in the development and promotion of 

recreation property. 
• Make recommendations regarding a system of fees and charges for the use of Town 

recreation facilities and for participation in recreation programs. 
 
Implementation Plan 
 
For the complete implementation plan for the Historic and Recreational Resources Chapter, refer 
to the Implementation Chapter of the Master Plan. The Implementation Chapter includes 
timeline, responsible parties, and funding mechanisms in addition to the Goals, Objections, and 
Actions identified below.  
 
Goal: Preserve, protect, and promote Swanzey’s historical and recreational resources.   
 

• Objective #1: Preserve and protect historic buildings, landmarks, and districts in 
Swanzey. 
o Action 1: Create a Heritage Commission having advisory and review authority 

regarding local cultural and historic resources. 
o Action 2: Consider the creation of Historic Districts in Swanzey where appropriate.  
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o Action 3: Support existing efforts of the Swanzey Preservation Society, Library 
Trustees, and other community groups to preserve historic structures in town.  

o Action 4: Develop and implement a plan for the future use of the Golden Rod Grange 
Hall property.  

o Action 5: Ensure for the ongoing maintenance of Whitcomb Hall through the Capital 
Improvement Plan.  
 

• Objective #2: Increase awareness and appreciation of Swanzey’s historical resources.  
o Action 1: Use the Town’s website as a resource for information on the Town’s 

history, historic buildings, and historic districts.  
o Action 2: Consider offering walking tours of historic districts and providing open 

houses for municipal historical buildings.  
o Action 3: Consider installing interpretive signs and markers for historic building and 

other landmarks in Town.  
 

• Objective #3: Establish and expand recreational opportunities for all age segments of the 
Swanzey population 
o Action 1: Complete improvements at Richardson Park to address building code and 

safety concerns.  
o Action 2: Develop a Recreation Plan that encourages healthful, positive experiences 

in Swanzey for residents of all ages and ability. 
o Action 3: Explore partnership opportunities with local non-profit organizations and 

other municipalities to increase programming options for Swanzey residents.  
o Action 4: Develop a plan to ensure trails on town-owned properties are regularly 

maintained.  
o Action 4: Maintain and improve boat launches on the Ashuelot River.   
o Action 5: Work with the Conservation Commission to identify land that might be put 

to recreational purposes, including town-owned properties and private properties with 
easements.  

o Action 6: Support the Conservation Commission in its monitoring of wetlands and 
open spaces on town-owned property.  

 
• Objective #4: Promote and market recreational opportunities in the community.  

o Action 1: Update trail maps and distribute on Town’s website, Town Hall, and at trail 
heads.  

o Action 2: Create a town-wide recreational map that includes hiking trails, recreational 
trails, boat launches, and fishing areas.  

o Action 3: Market recreational programming opportunities and promote programming 
provided by private non-profit organizations in the area.  

 
 




